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WATER CONSERVATION AND STORMWATER FOCUS AT FESTIVAL

g District Programs Coordinator Olivia Reed and District
Manager Ronn Beebe attended iIMAGINE STEAM festival
in downtown Greenville, bringing with them Stormwater
Jenga, Defend Your Drain, and Connect the Drops
e games for kids to play and learn about stormwater.
‘,m“ #l] To reinforce ways to protect water, kids had the oppor-

d tunity to draw and color a waterdrop, while adults
| earned about GCSWCDO6s various ¢
and what they can do to help out. Staff also touted the
new conservation certificate program and storm drain marking program, and passed out

surveys to gauge educational outreach effectiveness.
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ONO MOW MAY6 GI VES POLLI NATORS A FI G
Bees and butterflies need
you! Pollinator habitats are
w . threatened. To give these
conservation cormer awesome little creatures a
SUSTAINABLE TIPS FOR'A
GREENER LONQORROW fighting chance, you
might want to participate
i n 0ONo Mow Ma
nator -friendly initiative that encourages you to let your
lawn grow wild to support local wildlife.
You might be tempted to motor up your lawn mower and go for a short -grass look, but
holding off will allow early spring flowers like dandelions, violets and clover to provide a criti-
cal first meal for pollinators.
WHY ONO MOW MAYO MATTERS
1 Provides lifeline o These early flowers provide nectar and pollen, supplying a much -7
needed buffet for bees waking from hibernation.
1 Provides crucial shelter & Longer grass offers protection for ground  -nesting bees and
other beneficial invertebrates, such as fireflies and lacewings.
1 Conserves resources and reduces pollution 0 Cutting back on mowing
decreases air and noise pollution, especially gas -powered lawnmowers that
/ emit greenhouse gases.
> 1 Gateway to better landscaping oConsidering an initi.i
Mayo6 encourages a mind shift, one that
weeds but as vital forage. It also serves as a
good starting point into conservation that
"] may lead to interest in replacing turf with
M native plants and reducing pesticide use to
create permanent, sustainable habitats.
If going a full month violates a local ordi-
Mlnance, consi der i nstea
f1Springd6é approach, si mp

ting once a month.

HT |

ati
h e

d a



PROGRAM INCLUDES STRATEGIES FOR IMPROVING SOIL HEALTH

District Programs Coordinator Olivia Reed presented an informative program at Anderson

Road Library, where participants learned about the history of soil and water conservation

districts, including the Dust Bowl and subse-
guent formation, along with how landowners,
armers, and individual homeowners can help
conserve their soil to help reduce run  -off, ero-
sion and unhealthy soil. She also covered the

| five principles of soil health: keep it covered

o reduce evaporation;  minimize disturbance
by reducing tillage ; increase plant diversity to
mprove soil biology; keep a living roof to en-
courage biological activity; and integrate
livestock with managed grazing to stimulate
e plants to pump more carbon into the soil.

BUDDING SCIENTISTS MAKE EDIBLE SOIL PARFAITS

Stormwater Programs Coordinator Kendall Juell led children and families at Greer and
Travelers Rest libraries in a hands -on, edible soil exploration. Participants learned about the
components of soil, soil textures and organisms, how to tell if soil is healthy, and the five
main horizons of a soil pro-

file by creating a layered
soil pudding parfait com-
plete with gummy worms
and corn flakes on top.

Students followed along
with a coloring page of
the soil horizons and had
the opportunity to feel the
difference in sand, silt and
clay. Families went home
with the NACD Poster
Contest flyer and Soil Ac-
tivity Booklet, as well as a
Soil Your Undies experi-
ment.




FUN ORIGAMI WORKSHOP HIGHLIGHTS IMPORTAN CE OF NATIVE PLANTS

Olivia Reed, District Programs Coordinator, recently turned

the Augusta Road Library into a creative classroom with a

, | hands -on native plant origami  workshop.

f | As participants meticulously crafted their own American Lo-

~| tus (sometimes called Yellow Lotus), Olivia wove in the "why" be-
—I hind the art. The group didn't just walk away with a paper flow-

er; they left with a deeper understanding of riparian buffers i the natural filters that protect
our waterways fi and the specific plant species that keep them healthy.

CONSIDER THESE TOGPERFORMERS IN YOUR GARDEN
T Vibrant wildflowers like Carolina Jessamine, Purple Coneflower, Butterfly Milkweed, Car-

dinal Flower and Black -eyed Susan

T Native shrubs and trees like Oakleaf Hydrangea, American Beautyberry, Southern Mag-
nolia, Eastern Redbud and Virginia Sweetspire

1 Ornamental grasses like Pink Muhly, Indiangrass and Little Bluestem

Carolina Jessamine Eastern Redbud

(Photos from S.C. Native Plant Society)

STUDENTS COMPARE HUM AN HEALTHTO SOIL HEALTH

Lead Academy Charter School “l\‘!
compared human health and soil health by discussing g
essential nutrients, led by Stormwater Programs Coordi-
nator Kendall Juell, as the middle school students pre-
pare for a garden project. Juell taught about best prac-
tices for keeping soil healthy, demonstrated the Rainfall
Simulator and talked about soil texturing. Students re-
ceived a Seed Library brochure and a Soil Your Undies experiment for the new garden.




CHALK DRAWINGS INSPI RED BY EARTH DAY

Earth Day at Roper Mountain Science Center featured activi-
ties designed to inspire creativity and appreciation for natu-

ral resources. Stormwater Programs Coordinator Kendall Juell
tabled at the event and invited guests to fill the outdoor

space with earth -themed chalk artwork, listen to the sounds
of a rain stick, and complete a soil coloring page. Visitors
took home seed papers, soil bookmarks, and information
about t he NBGCDsPbster Gomtests.

TEAM LEARNS MORE ON STREAMBANK STABILIZA  TION

District Programs Coordinator Olivia Reed, Stormwater Programs Coordinator Kendall Juell,
and District Manager Ronn Beebe attended Save Ou
Workshop in Marietta, SC. The team displayed rack cards, swag and the mini rainfall simu-
1 lator model to demonstrate the power of soil
’ health. They also heard from several presenters
s 2l and learned about managing invasive species,
gn /| preventing sedimentation and selecting the
] ! perfect plants for a thriving riparian buffer.

LEARN MORE ABOUT BUILDING A RIPARIAN
BUFFER

For a deep dive into local regulations and
more specific plant lists, you can refer to the
Greenville County Riparian Buffer Manual



https://greenvillesoilandwater.com/nacd-poster-contest/
https://www.greenvillecounty.org/LandDevelopment/pdf/RiparianBufferManualFinal.pdf

CADDISFLIES INSPIRE CREATIVITY WITH HANDS  -ONACTIVITY

Stormwater Programs Coordinator Kendall Juell visited Westminster Presbyterian during
Earth Week with a hands -on insect craft activity for afterschool youth. Juell engaged stu-
dents in the science of aquatic macroinvertebrates with a story about caddisflies, and dis-
cussed their significance as tiny engineers, earth recyclers, and indicators of stormwater
pollution in local waterways. Students created their own caddisfly larva to take home using
upcycled materials including toilet paper rolls, tissue paper, sequins, and markers.

DID YOU KNOW?

Caddisfly |l arvae build a fortress around thei
They bind together sand grains, pebbles, twigs or leaf bits to create a protective case simi-

lar to a cocoon. Some artists have even placed larvae in tanks with gold flakes and gem-

stones to allow the larvae to build jewel -encrusted cases that can later be turned into jew-

elry once the insects hatch.







